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_ The EXAMINER. 





From fritay December 4, to Monday December 7) 1713. 





a ——— Scribendi priacipinm (on fons. 
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Horace. 
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HEN I have nothing elfe to do, I 
often divert my felf with looking 
over the Pamphlets and Papers, the 
Books and Ballads of the Week or the 
Month, according as the Tide of the 

Prefs brings in thefe Tranfitory Amufements to us, by 

due and regular Returns. It is obferv’d by Naturali/ts, 

upon the Billof Ci fing! that Providence is extream- 
ly Generous to Mankind, in fupplying the World with 

a pretty even Number of Males and Females, fo that 

Nature can be at no great Lofs in making Matches, and 

may goon, in good Order, to chufe out of One Sex, 

a fuficient Stock of Pleafures and Conveniences for 

the Other. The fame juft Diftribution holds good in 

the Learned World : The Commonwealth of Letters 
feems to be fplit and divided into Two very equal Par- 
titions ; not out of a defign to create Quarrels and Ani- 
mofities, but for promoting mutual Comfort and Edi- 
fication; and, I believe, in a little time I may be able 
to affirm, that the Numbers are pretty near upon a Ba- 
lance on both Sides ; and that the World may more 
properly be divided into Wrirer and Reader, by way of 
att Cantonment, than if we were to flice it down 
the -A:quator, or fet it out-in Halves, by any other 

Partition, however Minute and Circumftanrial. 

In my perufals of the Labours of my Fellow-Moderns, 

I often skip from Page to Page ; dip here and there, 

and tafte a little of one Author, and a little of,another, 

according as the Grave, the Merry, the ick; or 
the Sleepy Fit comes on me. J would have the Whole 

Man employ’d in Reading, and as much Regard _ 

to the Health of the Body, as the Improvement of the 

Mind, in that noble Exercife. Thanks to my. Contem- 

Aries, do not ftint our Conftitution$: Let poor, 
us, illiterate Nations number their Axzthors, as 
they do their Kings; with us thes@tate of Learning is 

a) Anarchicai ; our Wits and Writers make a 
cople of Themfelves, a vaft inmumerable Multitude. 

We have more Pens worn, than Swords. We go cas‘d 

in Quills, after the manner of fome Jndian Princes, and 

carry about us the fame Natural Armour that Clapdian 
fpeaks of} in his fine Defcription of a Porcupine. ere 

are, I know, fome four Criticks, who ofien advance a 

very odd fort of Notion; That none ought to be fut- 

fer'd to Write, but only thofe who can: But this Refiri- 
ion is a manifeft Breach of oyr moft antient and efta- 
blith’d Liberties. Scribimus indofti dottique, is a Privi- 
lege as old as the polite Age of Avguffus : And for my 
own part, I freely declare, if my Fellow-Subjeéts may 
not be allow’d to play the Fool in Print, as well as 


Soren L-fhould as often grow diffatisfied with a 

clofe Retirement, as fometimesam with an open ge- 

neral Converfation. I would therefore have the Prepa- 

ation of Men and Letters go hand in hand together. 

sive me, as Horace expreties it gin another Cafe, the 

Pleafure of Dipping into a large Heap. The Extreams 
and 


of glinefs, whether in Books or Fes, are 





Hot to be fully difcern’d and judg’d of, but by being 
produc’d and compar’d together. ' 

I care not how ill feveral of my Fellm-Scriblers write, 
fo they do but write much, and take care of our Health, 
by confidering Reading asa very wholefome bodily Ex- 
ve lately feem an Arch Piece of News 


ercife. We 








ublifh’d in Favour of the French King, who, it feems, 

as been fo Generous and Publick-fpirited, as to order 
a Remedy for Fevers, invented by one of his Phyficians, 
to be fold in Common ar a very low Price, for the 
Good of all his Subjects. Thie Liberty of our Prefs is = 
full and exaét Equivalent to this Invention; and tho’ 
fome may pretend, that Poifon is often Adminifired 
this way, yet thofe People do not confider the great 
Variety and Difference in Conftitutions: We have many 
People of Mithridates's Temper amongft us, and I 
have often known one Diftemper prefcrib'd, as the beft 
Cure for another. When fome of my own Patients, the 
Whigs, are Reftive under my Care, 1 often change the 
Regimen, and by humouring the Malady with a few Re- 
cipes inthis Kind, Diet them their own way, and there- 
by infenfibly Recover them. A Moderate Whig alters 
for the better, by a Dofe or two from fome furious 
Outragious Pamphlet of his own Party. A Treatife in 
favour of Aibeijm or Herefy, will do a great deal of 
good upona Whig, who was but jufta Chriffian before 
the perufal A Refi/fibie Monarchy Man improves 
ftrangely, after taking a few Drops of Avarchical Tin- 
ture ; and a Paper of Direétions in favour of a Datch 
Drug call’d Concord, brings the Reader to a due Temper, 
and Senfe of his Duty towards his Country; tho’ Fa- 
ction was broke out upon him in a Thoufand Boils and 
Pimples, and his Amendment defpair’d of by abler 

icians. Thus even the worl and mof MWoizgi/h 
Pamphlets are Medicinal, and Faélion it felf cannot be 
fo very Bad, as to become wholly Ufelefs and Unfer- 
viceable. ; 

Befides thefe Advantages, the Opennefs and Freedom 
of the Prefs is abfolutely neceflary, asa Drain and Cénal, 
to carry off moft of that Filth, which would otherwife 
choak us, and prove an infupportable Nufance. Things 
are come to fuch a Head, thar either for Diverfion, or 
to keep up a Party-Habit by Ufe, we muft ever now 
and then Clamour, Defame, Con{pire, Mutiny and Rebel. 
Now it is much more tolerable to do this in Print, than 
in real Life; in Theory, rather than Praélifee The 
Crime is lefs Heinous when commitred in a few /ilent 
Pages, where it may be foon forgotten, than in the open 
Streets, where not Readers only, but Fellow-Subyects, are 
concern'd. The Invention is therefore more engou- 
raged by the Government, and more confiftent with 
the Eafe and Welfare of the Subject. 1 freely own I 
carry feveral odd Humours about me, which I ¢an diffi- 
pate and rid my felf of, no other way. When I am 
difpofed to + out of my Depth in Politicks, and to be 
fpr mest ife, and full of important Speculations, 

meditate upon the incomparable E/f4y concerning 
Blue Starch : When 1 am too Airy and Jocund, I look 
over the memorable Refignation of King fobn: When t 
am Morofe or Satirically given, I converfe with thofe 
adventurous Wags, who fet their Wit againft Oxacks and 
Mountebanks: And when | grow Sceptical, or too In- 
quifitive and Fond of Noveities, 1 fend and fubjcrile 
for the CRISIS. All this while, I thank Fortune. 
and blefs the honeft Induftry of my Countrymen, ii 
thefe Fits happen to come thick upon me in a Week 
of Plenty ; when there are Papers enough Spawn'd, to 

give me Eafe and Entertainment. 


For 



























































































ie weighty Reafons, thus érderly put to- 
ga profefs'd Encourager of what the Herd of 
neh Scribling; and tho’ vaftly unfit for any 
fuck idertaking my felf, yet under Horace’s agreeable 
Metaphor of a sagt J fhall, Blunt as I am, Whet 
the Fancies of my Contemporaries, and provoke them to 
Excel in promoting the Honour and Intereft of the 
Pampblet-Manujattzre. That 1 may not be fuppos‘d 
to contribute towards this great Work by my good 
Withes only, 1 have expended fome Pains and Time 
in Studying the Asaomy of Modern Pampbicts, and 
flatter my felf. that I fhall fhortly be able to reduce 
this fort of Writing to fuch ftated Rules and Dire- 
étions, that it may henceforward be reckoned as an 
Art ox Craft, and made capable of being learn’d AZe- 
chanically. \ have confidered the Formation of the 
feveral Parts in a Pamphlet, their Coherence, Con- 
nexion, Intercourfe, and mutual Dependence, with fo 
much Accuracy, both when it is 2 meer Ferus in the 
7%, a new-born Bantling in Manujcripr, under the 
Nurfery and Tuition of Friends, and a full-grown Pro- 
duét in Print, that with a very little co-operating affift- 
ance from Nature, I chink I can lay down an infillible 
Scheme ard Mezhod, how to Conceive, Bring-forth and 
Brecd up a Repvile of this kind, in the moft Perfect 
manner, with the greateft Eafe and Expedition imagi- 
nable, and to the entire Satisfaction and Comfort of 
the Parents. Whatever CGaufe or Party an Author is en- 
gaged in, or whatever Srate-Sabje(t he undertakes, I 
can inftruct him how to acquit himfelf honourably, 
and, fetting afide both Genius and Education, how to 
write up to the common Standard, by general ftared 
Rules, all reducible to a Plan, after the manner of the 
Figures in Rhetorick; fo that he fhall have nothing 
elfe to do, but to fill up the Blanks with Particu- 
Jars, by fincing Examples to thefe Rules. And this 
Defign will, 1 conceive, be of fingular Ufe both to 
Great and Small Politicians: As well Readers as Wri- 
ters will find much Eafe by it, and it may ferve to 
convince the World of their Error in one material 
Point relating to their Judgment of Pamphlets, whilft 
they object Novelty to moft of them, whereas if there 
be any thing New in the Modern:, it is rather the for- 

etfulnefs ef the Reader that makes it fo, than any evil 
Tneetalonn in the Compiler. 

A Pamphlet, like a Theatrical or Dramatick Attion, 
muft confift of a Beginning, a Middie, and anEnd. An 
Author’s ufial Exordium, ts the Danger of bis Country. 
A State muft be in Danger every Time thefe People of 
Importance write ; This opens their Mouths, as it did the 
Dumb Prince’s, when his Father was about to be Mur- 
der'd. Their Fellow-Subjects are to be made tame ncg- 
ligent Creatures, whom they are fent to Warn and a- 
monifb. Something ought to be faid of Firmnefs and a 
Good Canfe, together with a Memento concerning our 
Anccftors. An Author isto exprefs his Averfim to Wri- 
ting, and Deference to abler Pens; but then the Call of 
bis Conntry, the Publick Good, and fo forth. He may 
be allow’d to be a little Civil to his Supericrs, but 
then better Information, an bumble Riereiiewinn, or 
the like, ought to be taken for Services to the State 


by thofe, who are ro have no Ufe of their own Eje- 


fizbt, Here it may be proper to hint at what all Good 
Men fear, or all Honeft Men apprehend ; what fome fore- 
fee, what others have at Heart, and what the reff cannot 
ebufe but expres their Concern for. All Pampbletecrs 
are Reprefentatives of a great many more People be- 
fides themfelves ; and therefore they are to tell, what 
the Wirla Demands, or Expetts of thofe above them, 
and on what Terms they will be made eafy. 

Towards the Middie of a Pamphlet, when the Au- 
thor fhould fall dire&tly upon his main Bufinefs, he 


may fupport his Facts by fome fuch Expreffions q, 
thefe. There were guod Grounds to believe. Men were 
left to Fudge. *Twas not improbable. A Report then rz, 
Many did not* tick to belicve. We faw clearly thro’ th. 
Affair, and the like. If there be occafion for a Gre» 
or Latin Fragment, the loofeft and moft general Svyz,, 
ought to be haul’d in, in Form; whofe Univerfaly, 
leaves them at the Mercy of every School-boy. Perth. 
Somebody* in France has talk’d to the fame Purpoje 
which may be conveniently Tranflated. IE Moder, 
Vouchers are wanted, to fill a M@argin, the Author 
Party can fupply him. But he muft firft call the» 
Lhe Ingenious, The Learned, or The Fudicious: Fo, 
when a Brother-Scribler’s Crimes are Pardon’d, he is a 
good and legal Evidence. If an Adverfary be unknoyy, 
he may be defcrib’d at full Length, as Mercinary, V; 
cious, Paultry, &c. For want of a Name, call him an 
Thing. If he offers to Reafon well, and to dioye 
himfelf, it is lawful to find out his Enemies, and ley: 
him to their Mercy. Every Aubur has his Beadle, to 
whofe Lafbes and Difcipline he turns over the Ob fi. 
nate and Incorrigible. The leaft Attempt to fpeak to 
the Purpofe, empowers a Pampbleteer to give out. 
Thus have I fully prov'd. 1 have now demonftrated be. 
yond all Contradittion, They can never Anfver it; and 
fo he haftens to a Conclupon. ' ; 

Before he takes his Leave, an Author fhould not for. 
get to fay ; He has difcharg'd bis Confcience as a good 
Subjel. Something fhould be added too about opening 
of Eyes and alarming the Nation. He may be carele/s as 
to bimfelf, but muft be fure to Threaten, in behaif of 
the Publick, to write again. need not fear being 
Confuted, but yet may profefs his gladnefs to be better Li. 
form’d, Jak as FINIS comes in Sight, it is not amifs 
to commit a Caufe or Connry to the Prote&ion of 
fome abler Power than his humble Pen, which however 
is perpetually Devoted ; and fo forth. By fuch ftrange 
Difcoveries and Improvements every poor ubfcure 
Pamphlet comes to give a Splendid Shilling for part of 
its Fronti/picce. 
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